
 

 

                       
 
This AGENDA contains a brief general description of each item to be considered.  The posting of 
the recommended actions does not indicate what action may be taken.  If comments come to the 
Code Enforcement Appeals Board (Board) without prior notice and are not listed on the AGENDA, 
no specific answers or response should be expected at this meeting per State law. 
 
Pursuant to the Government Code Section 54954.3 (The Brown Act), members of the public shall be 
afforded the opportunity to speak on any agenda item of interest to them provided they are first 
recognized by the presiding officer.  Members of the public wishing to be so recognized are 
requested to submit a completed speaker card to the Staff of the Board prior to the consideration of 
the item. 
 
Those wishing to address the Board on any matter for which another opportunity to speak is not 
provided on the AGENDA but which is within the jurisdiction of the City Council to resolve may come 
forward to the podium during the "COMMUNITY FORUM" portion of the AGENDA.   
 
Notice of Availability of Public Records:  All public records relating to an open session item, which 
are not exempt from disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority 
of the Board will be available for public inspection at the Code Enforcement Division or City Clerk’s 
Office, 555 Santa Clara Street, Vallejo, CA at the same time that the public records are distributed or 
made available to the Board.  Such documents may also be available on the City of Vallejo website 
at http://www.ci.vallejo,ca.us subject to staff’s ability to post the documents prior to the meeting.  
Information may be obtained by calling (707) 648-4469, TDD (707) 649-3562. 
 
 
 

 

 

Vallejo City Council Chambers is ADA compliant.  Devices for the hearing impaired 
are available from the City Clerk.  Requests for disability related modifications or 
accommodations, aids or services may be made by a person with a disability to the 
City Clerk's office no less than 72 hours prior to the meeting as required by Section 
202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the federal rules and 
regulations adopted in implementation thereof. 
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6:00 P.M. 
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September 25, 2014 
 

George Roth, Chair 
Gary Bennett, Vice Chair 

 
Board Members 

 Patricia Bernard 
Richard Charmack 

Lee Lancaster 
Wanda Madeiros 
Angela McClure 

 
 

Robert McConnell – City Council 
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Notice of Availability of Public Records:  All public records relating to an open session item, which are not exempt 
from disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the Code Enforcement 
Appeals Board (Board) will be available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Office, 555 Santa Clara Street, 
Vallejo, CA at the same time that the public records are distributed or made available to the Board.  Such documents 
may also be available on the City of Vallejo website at http://www.ci.vallejo,ca.us subject to staff’s ability to post the 
documents prior to the meeting.  Information may be obtained by calling (707) 648-3414, TDD (707) 649-3562. 

 
Requests for disability related modifications or accommodations, aids or services may be made by a 
person with a disability to the City Clerk’s Office no less than 72 hours prior to the meeting as required by 
Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the federal rules and regulations adopted.

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson George Roth (Chairperson Roth) 6:06 pm. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG : Chairperson Roth 

 
3. ROLL CALL: 

 
Present: Chairperson George Roth, 

Board Members: Lee Lancaster, Richard Charmack, Angela McClure 
Council Liaison Robert McConnell 

Absent: Vice Chairperson Gary Bennett -- Excused 
Board Member Patricia Bernard, Wanda Madeiros – Excused  

Staff: Nimat Shakoor-Grantham 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Board Member Lancaster motioned to approve the agenda, 
seconded by Board Member Charmack.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Board Member Lancaster motioned to approve the agenda, 
seconded by Board Member Charmack.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE: None 
  

7. FIRST COMMUNITY FORUM:  
Anyone wishing to address the Board on any matter for which another opportunity to speak is not provided 
on the agenda, and which is within the jurisdiction of the Board to resolve, is requested to submit a 
completed speaker card to the Board Staff person. When called upon, each speaker should step to the 
podium, state his /her name, and address for the record. The conduct of the community forum shall be 
limited to a maximum of fifteen (15) minutes, with each speaker limited to three minutes. The remainder of 
the speakers wishing to address the Board on non-agenda items will be heard at the second Community 
Forum listed later on the agenda. 
 

 A. Mr. John Swayze complained about 125 Camino Del Sol. The original hearing 
was scheduled for July 24, 2014. Since Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) John Silva left 
the city’s employment, which the subject property owner’s hearing is now scheduled for 
October 23, 2014. Mr. Swayze said he would not be able to attend the hearing in 
October and he didn’t want his absence to indicate he was not interested. Mr. Swayze 
submitted a written statement to CEO Silva responding to the property owner’s appeal 
statement and wanted to be sure that the board would receive it. Mr. Swayze said that 
the Planning and Code Enforcement Staff have been quick to respond to his concerns 
and have been very helpful. A copy of Mr. Swayze’s submitted statement was left with 
the board for review and consideration.  
 

http://www.ci.vallejo,ca.us/
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8. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Discussion of proposed consideration of changes to the Property Maintenance 

Ordinance – Craig Whittom, Assistant City Manager  
 
Assistant City Manager Craig Whittom made a brief presentation to the Board 
concerning the property maintenance ordinance. He spoke about past citation 
revenue generation and the shift of focus to voluntary compliance. Mr. Whittom 
informed the Board that it was timely to look at the ordinance in terms of the fine 
structure and how the ordinance was administered. Mr. Whittom then presented 
a short staff report which listed the items that the Board previously discussed and 
as issues of concern.  
 
Mr. Whittom also spoke about the following items: 1) Authority to modify citations 
based on certain criteria, 2) Maximum dollar limit per assessment, and 3) How 
specifically Staff could serve notice to the property owner. Mr. Whittom 
suggested that Staff take the concerns identified by the Board and prepare a red 
lined version of the ordinance that would allow specific alternate language for the 
ordinance in terms of how changes might be articulated in the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Whittom proposed that Staff would bring the redlined draft ordinance to the 
September 25, 2014 CEAB meeting to discuss the changes and then submit the 
Board’s recommendations to the City Council. The City Council would likely 
consider the changes in October. Mr. Whittom suggested having a Board 
Representative, to articulate and speak on behalf of the Board, at the City 
Council meeting. Mr. Whittom expressed Staff’s interest in the Board’s agreed 
approach and wanted to ensure the Board that Staff had captured the issues that 
they were concerned about.  
 
Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham provided the Board with the Code 
Enforcement Fee Schedule and a copy of the resolution administrative citations 
fees/fines approved by the City Council. 
 
Board Member Lancaster wanted to know how successful the City of Vallejo had 
been in accruing fee/fines placed against subject properties.  
 
Mr. Whittom responded by explaining the city’s successful process of liening 
citations fees/finesagainst properties and then submitting that information to the 
County when they were unpaid.  Mr. Whittom explained that once the fees/fines 
go onto the County Tax Bill, the City had limited success during the recent 
recession on getting the fines paid. Mr. Whittom explainedthat if the fines were 
unpaid through the County over a 5 year period, then the County would take the 
money back from the City. Mr. Whittom said that the City had experienced this 
situation in high volume over the recent years and that was one of the reasons 
driving Staff to look at different elements of the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Whittom spoke about the Board’s cap idea to achieve better compliance at 
the payment stage so that staff wouldn’t have to put fees/fines on the property 
tax roll. The second idea was to provide some level of flexibility in terms of 
negotiating a lower amount. The thought being that if there were a lower amount 
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to begin with, the city would more likely collect the money. Mr. Whittom said that 
if there were circumstances where the property owner had a legitimate reason for 
a $10,000 fine being reduced to $8,000, then Staff would have the flexibility to do 
that, but currently Staff didn’t have that flexibility. Mr. Whittom explained that the 
only recourse that he and Staff had with the current ordinance was if a mistake 
were made in the enforcement process, then the fee/fines could be reduced.  
 
Board Member Lancaster spoke about the idea of a settlement and said that the 
idea of a “cap” on fee/fines was a good idea.  
 
Chairperson Roth suggested that there be a mechanism in place for installments 
as many times the Board would levy the full amount of the fine if an installment 
plan could be implemented. Chairperson Roth also expressed support for the 
idea of a cap. He inquired about the possibility of posting the warning letter and 
then sending the property owner a certified letter. Regarding the late fee, 
Chairperson Roth wanted to know if there was a way to just double the 
administrative fine as a late fee.  
 
Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham explained that the way the fees/fines were 
administered was approved by the City Council.  
 
Board Member McClure asked if it were possible to crunch the information for the 
types and number of citations so that the Board could balance the compliance 
and revenue portions.  
 
Mr. Whittom replied that it could be done using the new metric that the division 
had used since the spring in which there was a chart showing the amount of 
compliance after the warning notice, the first citation, and the second citation.  
 
Chairperson Roth asked if there was any relationship between homeowners and 
renters as far as compliance. 
 
Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham answered that Staff was working on 
gathering that information.  
 
Board Member Lancaster wanted to know how soon could Staff get the 
information.  
 
Mr. Whittom proposed to spend the next couple of weeks putting together a red 
lined draft of the ordinance, getting some of the information that was being 
requested, and then putting that together in a staff report for the next meeting of 
September 25, 2014. Mr. Whittom said that if the board acted on September 25, 
2014 and sent a recommendation to the City Council, it would likely go before the 
City Council on October 28, 2014; then if the City Council approved it, the 
changes would come back for a second reading before the City Council in 
November. If the second reading was approved, the changes would become 
effective in early December.  
 
Chairperson Roth wanted to know if there was a problem with the absentee 
owners not putting down the correct mailing address for noticing.  
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Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham replied that Staff still had challenges with 
property owners who move/relocate and were not aware that they should change 
their address with the County Tax Assessor’s Office. Per the ordinance, Staff 
received property owner mailing address information from the County Tax 
Assessor’s Roll.  
 

9. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Beautification and Design Review Board Rules of Order and Procedure; 

information from the City Clerk – Vice Chairman, Bennett 
 

Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham asked the Board’s pleasure in either 
discussing the item or waiting until the absent Board members were present to 
have their input.  
 
Chairperson Roth suggested that section 2.5 read as “Code Enforcement Staff 
Person” instead of “Secretary”.  
 
Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham suggested the idea of bringing a clerical 
staff person to the CEAB meetings to take minutes/notes which would allow her 
to concentrate more on the board. 
 
Chairperson Roth suggested that the Board wait until the absent members were 
present to fully discuss the item in case there were some suggestions that had 
not been brought to the Board’s attention yet. 
 
Board Member Charmack motioned to table the discussion until the September 
25th meeting. The motion was seconded by Board Member Lancaster; and was 
carried unanimously. 
 

B. Voluntary Compliance Coalition (VCC) Update –Nimat Shakoor-Grantham 
 
Staff Person Ms. Shakoor-Grantham gave the Board an update on the VCC 
activities and the Board had a brief discussion. 
 

 

10. SECOND COMMUNITY FORUM   
 

11. STAFF COMMENTS: Board Member Lancaster requested that the VCC emails go out 
earlier so that he could schedule to attend. Staff Person Shakoor-Grantham stated that 
staff was trying to set up meetings every other Tuesday, opposite of the City Council 
Meetings. 

 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

13. ADJOURNMENT:  Board Member Lancaster motioned toadjorn the meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Board Member Charmack; and was carried unanimously. Chairperson 
Roth adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 























































































































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

HEARING DATE: September 25, 2014 

TO:   Code Enforcement Appeals Board 

FROM:   Lorena Burciaga, Code Enforcement Officer 

SUBJECT:   HEARING ON NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND CITATION #1  

 

Subject Property Address: 3028 BURNETTE ST 

Parcel Number:   0071151280 

Owner of Record:  BERGER, JEFFREY A 

Case Number:   CE14-1457 

Violation(s): Vallejo Municipal Code Section 7.54.030 (under Chapter 7.54 known as the Property 

Maintenance Ordinance of the City of Vallejo) Section 7.64 (Storage of Inoperative and/or 

unregistered vehicles) 

 

Section 7.54.030 F. Prohibits damaged lumber, junk, trash, salvage materials, household materials, etc.  

 

Section 7.54.030 J. Prohibits vehicles, RVs, trailers and boats parked in front yard, on unpaved surface, in 

residential zoning districts.  

 

Section 7.54.030 K. Prohibits dead, decayed, leaving any garbage can refuse can, or recycling container in front or 

side yard.  

 

Section 7.54.030 S. Prohibits maintenance of property in such a manner as to constitute a public nuisance.  

 

Section 7.64.010  Prohibits storage of inoperative, unregistered, wrecked, or dismantled vehicles on the property. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

1) 05/21/2014 This case was picked up while performing inspections in the area. By CEO John Silva. 
 

2) 05/21/2014 CEO John Silva checked the Realquest and SCIPS reports for owner information. The owner listed 
on the reports was Jeffrey A Berger with a mailing address of 277 Montecito Blvd, Napa CA 94559.  
 

3) 05/21/2014  CEO John Silva performed an inspection on property and confirmed there to be debris, an 
unregistered vehicle, trash and trash bins that were out of compliance. CEO, John Silva documented 
the violations and See photos attached.  
 
On the same day CEO John Silva issued a Warning Notice and Administrative Notice by regular and 
certified mail to the property owner.  
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4) 06/12/2014 CEO John Silva checked Realquest and SCIPS reports for owner current information. The 
ownership status remained the same. (Jeffrey A Berger with a mailing address of 277 Montecito Blvd, 
Napa CA 94559). 

 

5) 06/12/2014 CEO John Silva performed a re-inspection and confirmed that the violations had not been abated. 
See photos attached. 

 
6) 06/12/2014 A 1st Administrative Citation for the inoperative vehicles was sent via regular and certified mail to the 

owner and a copy and cc occupants. 
 

7) 06/12/2014 A Notice of Violation was sent via regular and certified mail to the owner and a copy and cc 
occupants.   
   

8) 06/17/2014 CEO John Silva posted a copy of the First Citation and Notice of Violation on the property. See 
photo attached. 
 

 

9) 07/16/2014 Owner status remained the same. CEO John Silva attempted to knock on the door but received no 
response.  
 

      10) 07/16/2014      CEO John Silva performed a re-inspection and confirmed that all vehicles had been removed. The    
              only violation remaining were the tires that have not been abated. See photos attached. 
 

 11)  0716/2014        First Administrative Citation, for PMO violations was sent via regular and certified mailed to the     
                                       owner and a copy cc to occupants. 

 
12) 07/21/2014 CEO John Silva posted a copy of the First Citation on the mailbox. See photo attached. 

 
13) 07/23/2014 CEO John Silva received a phone call from the property owner about the appeal process and CEO 

John Silva explained to property owner the appeal process. 

 
14) 07/24/2014 The property owner came into the office and reviewed case, fees due, policy, and photos with CEO 

John Silva. The owner was not happy with the late fee amount and requested a meeting with the 
division manager to have fees reviewed per the option given to him by CEO John Silva.  

 
15) 07/25/2014 The Code Enforcement Manager, Nimat Shakoor-Grantham and CEO John Silva met with the   

property owner who wanted the late fees removed from the first citation. The Code Enforcement   
Manager Nimat informed the property owner that she could not make changes to the fees only if an 
error was made by the staff. The Code Enforcement Manager Nimat reviewed the file the only error 
on Citation 1 was the wrong fees of $200 on Citation 1, but should have been $400. The Code 
Enforcement Manager Nimat recommended the Property owner to file an appeal for the most recent 
Citation 1, and gave an appeal application to the property owner. 
  

16) 07/25/2014 CEO John Silva called the property owner and explained that the fees would remain the same and 
the appeal date is schedule for July 31, 2014 and the payment for the property maintenance violations 
is due on August 16, 2014. Property owner said he will be in the office to pay Citation 1 for the 
appeal hearing prior to July 31, 2014.  
 

       17) 07/25/2014 CEO John Silva performed a final inspection and confirmed that all violations have been abated.  
   See attached photos   
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1. Photos taken 05-21-14 
2. Warning of Violation issued 05-21-14 
3. Administrative Notice issued 05-21-14 
4. Photos taken 06-12-14, 07-16-14, 7-21-14 
5. Notice of Violation issued 06-12-14 
6. 1st Citation issued 06-12-14 
7.       Appeal application received on 07-30-2014 
8.       Final photos taken 7-25-2014 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED, STAFF RECOMMMENDS THAT THE BOARD: 

 1. UPHOLD THE FIRST CITATION AND THE NOTICE OF VIOLATION ISSUED 06-12-14. 

 

CONTACT 

Lorena Burciaga, Code Enforcement Officer 
(707) 645-2605 
lburciaga@ci.vallejo.ca.us 



















































 

Code Enforcement 

Statistics 

for the 

Current Fiscal Year  

 

 

 

(July 1, 2014 through September 18, 2014) 



 Closed Cases for the Fiscal Year (July 2014 through Mid-September 2014) 

City of Vallejo, Code Enforcement Division   
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Fiscal Year Collected Fees/Fines Statistics
(July 2014 to September 2014)

City of Vallejo

Code Enforcement Division

# % of Total

Closed-WN 167 83.50%

Closed-NOV 18 9.00%  = 

Closed-C1 6 3.00%

Closed-C2 3 1.50%

Closed-C3 0 0.00%

Closed-C4 1 0.50%

Closed-C5 2 1.00%

Closed-Warrant 2 1.00%

Referred 1 0.50%

Total Closed Cases 200

 This does NOT include the delinquent fees/fines from the Solano County Tax Roll $

Code Enforcement - Nov & Citations Paid $116,699.80

Property Registration - Registration Fee Paid $18,759.00

Total $ amount Received for the Fiscal Year $135,458.80

Total Amount Cited for this Fiscal Year $21,961.00

Total Amount Paid of Above Cited Amounts $12,235.00

% of above Paid Citations for this Fiscal Year 55.71%

CLOSED CASES

92.50%

Paid Fees
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